
December 2013 
 
Brethren of Toronto East District, 
 
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas.  Well at least today.  May it continue till January 3, and then let's get 
back to temperatures in the mid 70's and up. 
 
November was a very busy month for us.   I want to say a HUGE thank you to ALL of you who attended one 
of the three Remembrance services in The District.  In total we had approximately 130 Masons in attendance.  
Add them to the many family and friends that showed up, what a fantastic showing.  As your DDGM, I was 
incredibly proud to be there with you. 
 
As we enter December, our thoughts turn to Christmas.  For many, this is the happiest time of the year.  We 
look forward to spending time with family and friends.  However, not everyone is as fortunate.  As Masons 
we profess to admire the virtue of Charity.  We all had our principles tested in the NE angle during our 
initiation.  I want to remind you that while we normally think of Charity as the giving of money, that is far 
from always the case.  Not all of us are in the position to be as generous as others, but we ALL have time; 
granted some more than others.  Masonry helps to make us charitable men.  During this festive season, think 
of those around us who are less fortunate.  If you have the time to spare, give of your time at one of the 
countless organizations that help the less fortunate this time of year. 
 
You have all heard me talk about the importance of family.  They ground us and give us the foundation for 
success.  Winston Churchill once said " There is no doubt that it is around the family and the home that all 
the greatest virtues, the most dominating virtues of human, are created, strengthened and maintained.”   Over 
the holiday season, keep that quote in the back of your mind, and celebrate your family.  Today they come in 
different shapes and sizes.  No two are the same.  The diversity in our family unit is a pillar of our Canadian 
society.  No matter the makeup of your family unit, cherish them and let them know what they mean to you. 
 
We do still have some Masonic duties this month.  There are installations still to come, and the social season is 
starting.  Several Lodges hold Christmas gatherings.  I urge you to partake if you can.  In advance, on behalf of 
W. Bro. Malcolm Parish, thank you to all The Lodges who have included us in there get together.  After all, 
our Craft is a fraternity.  Enjoy each other, but please be safe.  I don't want to talk to you professionally. 
 
My Brethren, Marina and I wish you and your families a truly Merry Christmas and the Happiest of New 
Years. 
 
 May TGAOTU protect you and yours.  


